Pure Magical Delight

I've really been enjoying David Regal’s new book. With all of the unadulterated
crap floating around, it’s nice to find a genuine future classic.

We're fortunate that we have people like Regal involved with magic. This type of
quality and magic thinking is becoming increasingly rare.

I understand he’s going on a lecture tour shortly. I hope I can catch him.

Maybe they’re right

The ESPN morning radio host is Colin Cowherd.
Colin’s an opinionated blowhard and Colin Cowherd’s biggest fan. He, like Rush
Limbaugh, speaks with an infectious energy that’s hard to ignore.

Anyway, last week he was talking about attending a social function of some sort
and the hosts had hired a magician - dare I say a profession magician - to
perform. Colin’s recollection of the performance was:

Here’s a coin.
Now it’s gone.
You're a jerk!

It doesn’t really matter whether his assessment was correct or not. It appears that
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we are saddled with a public perception that is damn difficult to remove. The
really sad thing is the vast majority of magicians, especially hobbyists and
amateurs, are genuinely nice people just trying to have a little fun and spread a
little happiness.

There are exceptions.......

A friend of mine recently attended a local magic contest, put on by one of the
better clubs. There were 10 participants and, as usual, the club made an effort to
have lay-type people there so the contestants could work to non-magicians. So,
they had women, children, men etc. in the audience.

One act began with the classic sponge balls from mouth - actually performing the
critical pass very well. He then proceeds to end the routine by producing a
Goshman Ding Dong from his mouth. Now remember there are small children
here - what the Hell was he thinking. Even if he was performing in the Red Wings
locker room this would be inappropriate. Who wants to see a routine ending with
a soggy sponge Johnson?

To compound the crime he said it was a canon, because the rest of his act was a
big bang or something lame like that.

Do you think any of those layman recalled the other nine acts?

Virtual Hypnotist

I'll have to admit a fascination with hypnotism, even though I know very little
about it.

I ran into a program on the Internet recently called Virtual Hypnotist. It was free,
so I downloaded it.

[ haven’t even looked at it yet. Are any of my readers familiar with it?

i/m
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Counterpoint

' Back in March I wrote a review of the Winter Carnival of Magic and I was
very critical of a young man that performed and competed as a blind magician.

Chris Baldwin, the magician in question, has taken the time to respond and I think
it is only fair that he be given the appropriate forum to do so, so I am posting it as
a feature, rather than burying it as a comment to an old article.

So here, without comment, is Chris’ response to my criticism of his act:

Hello. I am the magician in question and I would like to take this chance
to explain my actions so that everybody will know why I did what I did;
whether you find it ethically correct or not.

I did this for three reasons so please hear me out.
Reason one: To better relate with people that are really blind.

One of my close friends is blind in one eye and his dad is completely blind
in both. My friend attend a school for the blind until going to college. I
had many talks with him about whether this was indeed ethical or not. He
told me to do it because he has never met anybody else that made
themselves blind for any period of time to see what it was like and to be
able to understand him a little better. When I was at the convention the
contacts that I wore completely took away my vision, I was blind at the
convention the whole time except during the last day when I finally
decided to tell a group of people the truth; until that time the only thing I
saw was the inside of my hotel room. I have a new great respect for people
that are blind because of what I did. I had to learn how to use the cane
and I will never forget the first time I opened my eyes and could not see.
My body took a long time to adapt because my mind knew my eyes were
opened but yet I saw nothing. I will never forget that feeling.
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Reason two: To see if I could pick a persona and play it to the “T” so that
when people saw me they saw a blind magician and not a magician that
had a character that was only evident on the stage. I wanted to pick a
character and never break from that character the entire weekend.

Reason three: There are too many people that call themselves a magician
and never try to step outside of the box and do something that takes more
work then just mere practice. This was indeed something that took more
then mere practice. This was something that involved me stepping out of
my comfort zone in order to accomplish what I wanted to do.

Let me also take this time to shine some light on some other questions
that people are asking themselves. I entered the close up contest and
stage contest for the sole purpose of getting myself on the stage so that I
knew that every magician had a chance to see me at one time. If I were to
win any of the competitions I would have declined the award because me
winning would not be ethical: I do not accept sympathy votes. Let me
repeat that: 1 DO NOT ACCEPT SYMPATHY VOTES.

Now everybody knows the reason behind my actions. If anyone has any
questions then please feel free to ask.

The Secrets Of The Universe

I'm writing a book where I reveal all - ALL - of the secrets of the universe, but I'm
not going to sell it...

SO THERE!!
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Observation

I took a dump this morning and it smelled like a fresh spring meadow.
Hmmmm..... I must be (tada) a PROFESSIONAL MAGICIAN.
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